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Collecting, organizing, and 
analyzing data on barriers in 
the region to inform up-to-
date priortization

Packaging projects together at 
an early design phase to 
maximize project advancement 
opportunities

New and updated 
barrier assessments

Bundled project 
designs

W
hat’s been going on…



Implementing critical projects 
that improve aquatic 
connectivity

Restoring some of the most 
impacted river reaches in the 
region

Tidal and freshwater 
barrier upgrades

Dam removals!

W
hat’s been going on…



Collecting, organizing, and 
analyzing data on barriers in 
the region to inform up-to-
date priortization

Fish population and 
habitat assessments

W
hat’s been going on…



Barrier 
Assessments
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Priority 

No. 

Location (Road, Stream, xy

code)

Combined

aquatic 

impassability & 

connectivity 

restoration score

Condition 

score

Photo

1 Main St, Unnamed 

Stream, 

xy4272918271077607 

0.749 Critical

2 Middleton Rd, Crooked 

Pond Brook, 

xy4264221270992266 

1.24 Poor

https://naacc.org/naacc_display_crossing.cfm?aqId=106274
https://naacc.org/naacc_display_crossing_umass.cfm?umassCrossingID=6210
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Project 
Designs
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Barrier 
Upgrades
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Dam 
Removals
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QUICK UPDATES:

• Ipswich Mills Dam Removal is progressing through permitting; received 401 WQC and 
ROOC. Summer/fall 2026 implementation is still a possibility

• South Middleton Dam Removal is still in a holding pattern due to delays with the LWSC 
pump station improvements



Fish 
Population 

and Habitats
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31 miles of mainstem and 

16 miles of tributary 

mapped for habitat 

characteristics

• Habitat type (i.e. riffle, run, 

pool, etc)

• Min. and max. depth

• Avg. wetted width

• Dominant substrate

• Canopy cover

• Presence of passage 

impediments

• WQ parameters (temp, do, 

etc)

Lots of beaver dams, good alewife 

pond spawning habitat, good 

spawning and nursery habitat for 

blueback, alewife, and shad
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Does anyone have any questions?

nshea@ipswichriver.org 
978.412.8200
ipswichriver.org

THANKS


